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Condo living has gone mainstream. It’s now considered the first choice for many home buyers. Only a decade ago condos were viewed by many as the second choice for home buyers who couldn’t afford a single family home. How things have changed!

Just as the tri-state’s remodeling boom has been fueled by demographics, so have condo sales. Over the last three years, condo construction has increased over 60 percent, with many of the communities taking root in the urban areas where views of downtown Cincinnati are highly coveted.
Lifestyle changes are the reason most opt for this housing choice. Families that have grown up and moved on resulting in empty nesters are one segment. Another segment encompasses young professionals who have delayed marriage in search of careers. Still a third segment includes the singles resulting from divorce or death of a spouse. And still another segment of the condo market includes partners without children. 
The old adage of “location, location, location” can be coupled by “demographics, demographics, demographics” as the reason why most buyers seek the condo route. Many of these buyers don’t want to deal with yard or home maintenance and aren’t restricted by school districts. 

Down-sizing is not necessarily the reason many give for making the move. In fact, the myth that condos are typically smaller with inferior construction and low grade amenities and appliances has been busted. Today’s condo market includes products in both suburban and urban communities that have all the bells and whistles including gourmet kitchens, high grade appliances, wood floors, granite counter tops and designer cabinetry. 
Sound-proofing has also been addressed in new condo construction. Walls today typically have much better insulating and noise buffers. Even though condos are built at a much higher density than typical residential construction, measures have been taken to ensure individual privacy. For example, today’s floor plans typically do not put a bedroom on a shared wall with the kitchen of the adjoining unit. The installation of double-paned windows has also helped to control noise levels, as well as energy costs.
Condos instill the sense of community that many homebuyers are now seeking in a new address. Many feature swimming pools, fitness centers, walking trails and organized activities. Others, especially those in urban areas, offer easy access to restaurants, shopping, entertainment and employment. 
A residential resurgence has taken root in many of the urban cities that had once suffered from a residential retreat. Condo living has led the charge back to the cities. Urban rehabbers who paved the way are now being joined by former suburbanites who have rediscovered the benefits of city living. This residential return will spur the growth of new restaurants, retail stores and other support businesses. 
The Home Builders Association of Northern Kentucky plans to host the first-ever Tour of Condominiums this fall, featuring both urban and suburban communities. This event will be similar to the Kentucky Cavalcade of Homes, scheduled weekends in May. Condos will be featured in a variety of price ranges at scattered locations throughout the region during the tour. For more information on the Tour of Condominiums call (859) 331-9500 or visit the HBA web site at www.hbanky.com
Condos are the choice for many who seek hassle-free and convenient living in a hustle and bustle world. Whether it’s called a condo, a town home or a landominium, located in the city or the suburbs, all lead to a lifestyle that many more are calling “home”.
