Defend Yourself Against Soaring Home Energy Prices
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A recent survey completed by the National Opinion Survey indicates that the desire for greater energy savings is the primary reason for consumers to select a green-built home. That’s not surprising, considering that home energy prices are expected to rise exponentially over the next decade.

Nearly two-thirds of consumers polled by the National Opinion Survey---64 percent---said that “reduced energy costs” would be the main reason why they would decide to buy a new green home or remodel their current home. One of the most underreported aspects of the green building trend is that most new homes already include many energy-saving features.
Building green can be your best defense against rising home heating and cooling costs. New technologies now available in engineered wall systems (structured insulated panels), insulation (insulated concrete forms, pre-cast concrete), windows and doors, HVAC system upgrades and newer lighting fixtures allow home owners to capture and retain much more of their home energy dollars.

The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) Green Building Standards are a voluntary way for home builders and consumers to take advantage of both the energy-efficiency and ecological benefits of the residential construction trend. Affordability is built throughout the NAHB program, so that home buyers’ money can go to green features, not green program fees. 
NAHB’s National Green Building program, to be launched in February of 2008, was developed by the National Housing Research Center, the industry’s leading building science technology testing institution. To be certified under the NAHB program, homes must meet energy-efficiency levels that are at least equivalent to Energy Star™, the federal EPA’s program. For a copy of the Green Building Guidelines visit www.hbanky.com and click on the Industry Issues page. 
Water conservation is another important feature of green building that can be accomplished with the installation of low-flush toilets and thrifty sink and shower water heads, as well as tankless water heaters. Piping rain water from the downspouts into storage bins for lawn watering is also gaining in popularity.

The use of composites and recycled materials for framing, roofing and wall siding are also economical ways to green a home. It’s important that state and local building codes are consulted before deciding on non-traditional construction materials.
Green homes must have the same look and feel of a traditionally-built home to get consumer “buy-in”. If your home sticks out—rather than stands out--- it could end up being a “sore-thumb”, rather than a “green thumb” when it’s time to sell.
Get the most up-to-date information on Green Building by attending the Home Builders Association of Northern Kentucky’s Home Products Expo February 8-10 at the Northern Kentucky Convention Center in Covington. For more details on the show visit www.homeproductexpo.com or call (859) 331-9500.
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