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Boone Co. Now Requires Street Trees

Section 3619 of the amended Boone Co. Zoning Regulations now require street trees as a part of the zoning permit process for new single family homes in residential districts. For a list of the permissible trees, visit  www.boonecountyky.org/pc/default.aspx or call the Planning Commission at 334-2196. The county may permit alternative plantings, other than street trees, when requested during the plan review process. This amendment also applies to all the cities in the County.  Plan review fees were also increased for commercial, industrial and office developments.
 Lobbying Tax Deduction
The non-deductible portion of 2008 dues, attributed to lobbying, is $31. This portion of the dues is not deductible as a business expense on 2008 tax returns. Please check with your tax advisor for more details. 

NAHB Appeals Sprinkler Decision
The NAHB has filed a formal appeal to the International Code Council on a recent decision to require sprinklers in all new residential construction. It contends that sprinkler manufacturers unfairly influenced the voting process. A multi-million dollar effort was successfully waged by the IRC Fire Sprinkler Coalition in September. Efforts included paying travel expenses for supportive delegates to attend the meeting, lavish receptions and direct cash contributions. The NAHB is requesting the ICC to set aside the final action on RB^$ and RB66 and calling for reconsideration in the 2009/1010 ICC Code Development Cycle. It is also calling for the ICC to take immediate action to eliminate the influence of third-party funding in the voting process. For more details e-mail Ed Sutton at esutton@nahb.com or call (800) 368-5242.
Coalition Established to Promote Housing Recovery
The Fix Housing First Coalition, established by several industry leaders, in cooperation with the NAHB, is pressing for Congressional passage of an effective and meaningful housing recovery plan. The short-term, targeted incentives are aimed at encouraging more Americans to buy homes. The group is promoting a 10 percent tax credit through Dec. 31, 2009, capped at $22,000. Home must be primary residence for 3 years.  Allow for credit to be used up-front at the time of closing as a down payment.  Provide for 30-year fixed rate mortgages of 3 percent through June 30 and 4 percent until Dec. 31. The Coalition’s “buy-now” plan hopes to restore consumer confidence to energize the economy. For more details visit www.fixhousing first.com or call Ken Gear, (703) 934-9379, ken.gear@pulte.com
Planning Commission Appointment
Jeff Talkers, Land Consultants, has been appointed as the City of Villa Hills representative to the Kenton Co. Planning Commission. He replaces David Hilgeford.

Board of Housing Defeats 2008 NEC Adoption

 At its November Board meeting, the Kentucky Board of Housing, Buildings & Construction voted to retain the 2005 National Electric Code (NEC), rather than adopting the 2008 version which requires installation of tamper resistant receptacles and arc fault circuit interrupters. An initiative by fire officials to require fire sprinklers in all new residential homes was also defeated. 
Western Treatment Plant Construction to Begin
Sanitation District #1has completed the bid process for construction of both the extensive tunnel and Western Regional Treatment Plant in Boone Co.  It’s anticipated that construction will begin sometime in 2009, with completion in 2012. Originally the plant was projected to be operational by 2010, but court challenges have significantly delayed the project.
Sanitation District Consent Decree Report

The Sanitation District’s fourth quarter progress report on implementation of the Division of Water’s consent decree can be viewed at www.sd1.org. The comprehensive report details what measures SD1 has taken to date to improve water quality.

Boone Co. Greenways Plan Taking Shape
Four of the seven chapters of the Boone Co. Greenways Plan have been completed and are under review by the Stakeholders Advisory Committee, which includes HBA representation. It’s anticipated that the draft will be completed by the first quarter of 2009 and presented to the Planning Commission for adoption.  For details on the plan contact Dave Geohegan at (859) 334-2196 or e-mail dgeohegan@boonecountyky.org.

NKAPC Adopts Hillside Mapping

 The Kenton Co. Planning Commission has approved mapping identifying all hillsides in the county that have a slope of 20 percent or greater. Development of land within the identified areas will require additional engineering and landscaping requirements, prior to plan review. For details contact Michael Schwartz, NKAPC, at (859) 331-8980 or mschwartz@nkapc.org.
Gallatin Co. Approves Concept Development Requirements
Zone change requests in Gallatin Co. will now require submission of a concept development plan as a condition of new zoning. The plan shall include site characteristics, transportation patterns, land use characteristics, utilities/infrastructure and rational on how it meets the comprehensive plan.  Additional relevant information may be requested by the Planning Commission. A further condition of approval of the plan is that substantial construction must take place on the site within one year.  A one-year extension may be granted by the Planning Commission. For more details call the Gallatin Co. Clerk at (859) 567-5241 or e-mail kfrench@fuse.net.

