It’s Good to be Green
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The “greening” of America has taken root and local builders are bracing for an abundant crop of hungry consumers interested in bringing it home. According to a survey conducted by McGraw Hill Construction, it’s projected that one in ten homes will be built “green” by the end of the decade. Another survey found that 85 percent of new “green-built” homeowners were much happier with their more “energy-and resource-efficient” dwellings.

In February of 2008 the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) plans to launch its residential green building standards that will compliment the U.S. Green Building Council’s commercial (LEED) version.  It’s anticipated that the NAHB standards will be adopted by the International Code Council and become the recognized residential green 
building construction method in most state housing codes. For a copy of the NAHB’s Green Building Guidelines visit www.hbanky.com/industry.html .
“Green building” is the buzz word for a comprehensive approach to building an environmentally-friendly home from the ground to the roof top. Energy-efficiency is a major focus of the green building process, since this is where homeowners obtain the greatest financial benefits of “going green”.
Below are some common practices that are utilized in the greening process:

Site design.  This includes incorporating the natural features of the lot-the preservation of native trees and plants, constructing onsite water retention features, orienting home design to maximize solar heating and cooling.
Material selection. Using engineered wood products rather than conventional lumber, allows more than 50 percent of the log to be used in the construction process.
Insulation. More than 40 percent of home energy usage can be attributed to heating and cooling. Increasing the “R-value” in wall, ceiling and attic insulation can dramatically cut energy costs. Eliminating gaps in doors and around windows using inexpensive caulk and weather stripping also cuts temperature loss.
Windows. Installing ENERGY STAR windows can curtail the transmission of ultra-violent rays from the sun, lessening cooling bills in the summer months. Two or more paned glass windows also perform better as they trap the warm air in the winter.

Appliances.  Installing only energy-efficient appliances with the ENERGY STAR label typically uses 10-50 percent less energy, according to the EPA and the U.S. Dept. of Energy. Look for the seal on dishwashers, microwaves, ranges, refrigerators, TVs, computers and even vent fans. These may cost a little more, but you save a bundle in the long run on your energy bill. 
Plumbing. Flushing toilets accounts for approximately 30 percent of home water usage. Installing low-flow bathroom features on toilets and showerheads can cut water and sanitation expenses an estimated 25 percent.

Water heaters. Similar energy saving features are available through the installation of ENERGY STAR-rated or tankless water heaters. Tankless hot water heaters, which are popular in Europe, are finding their way into more American homes. Installing a solar model can save more than 50 percent. A lower cost option is to wrap additional insulation around the tank, which can reduce heat loss by 25 to 45 percent.

HVAC Systems. It’s estimated that homeowners spend approximately $1500 per year heating and cooling their homes. Installing a high-efficiency ENERGY STAR rated HVAC system can cut these costs by up to 30 percent each year. These systems tend to run more quietly and provide even more comfort than traditional systems. Installing a geo- thermal system can produce dramatic savings up to 70 percent- but there is a longer term for the pay-off.
Find out more about the products above and obtain information on many other green building practices by visiting the HBA’s “Going Green” Home Products Expo at the Northern Kentucky Convention Center, Feb. 8-10. Visit www.homeproductexpo.com for more details or call (859) 331-9500. Find out for yourself why “It’s Good to be Green”. 
Note: The Home Builders Association of Northern Kentucky represents over 1300 builders, remodelers, developers and construction suppliers in a 10-county area.
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