Region Has a History of Successful Hillside Development
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While condominiums in the Region may be new, hillside development is not. Much of the Area’s urban history is associated with its hillsides. From Price Hill to Mt. Adams and from Newport to Covington, generations of people have been living successfully in homes built on these hills. Some of the Region’s most interesting and attractive architecture can be found on its hillsides. Once again, the commanding vistas of the Ohio River valley and downtown Cincinnati are introducing people to urban lifestyles--- as many choose hillside dwellings.
Successful hillside development in the Region has been the norm for generations. The only exceptions have occurred as a result of ill-conceived grading and engineering plans, which typically lead to slippage and drainage issues. These are the exceptions---not the rule. When done properly, a hillside home can and will remain solidly intact for decades. This is the case with a vast majority of hillside homes currently in our Region. New construction materials and technologies have made hillside development an even sounder and safer endeavor than in years past.
The Region’s urban areas are currently experiencing a new housing upswing, as a result of the typically higher incomes that buyers of these hillside communities possess. This new group of “hillsiders” has re-energized the deteriorating cultural, economic, political and social fabric of our urban core. Additionally, a larger tax base helps support public service projects. 
Owner-occupied housing is critical to the overall success of any community. The Region’s urban areas are all too familiar with the economic strait jacket that a lack of new housing construction imposes. Hillside development is an exciting new market that our Region is well-positioned to maximize.  Let us not dampen such enthusiasm by throwing a wet blanket on hillside development through the implementation of overzealous government regulations. Northern Kentucky communities should hesitate when rushing to approve more rigorous hillside development regulations, particularly when they add costs without creating any tangible structural or environmental benefits. 
Safeguards on hillside development make sense. However, they should not result in regulatory extremes that could lead to an unintended housing moratorium. In our community and in many others across the country with similar or more demanding terrain, the challenges of hillside development have been met and overcome for generations. The engineering professionals, developers and builders in this community are second to none. Bring them your steep slopes and lumpy hillsides, because they are up for the challenge. 
