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Selecting a home style and location that fits your family’s needs are two important factors in your home buying decision. Select the wrong neighborhood and you may end up in a sequel to “Nightmare on Elm Street”. Failing to properly research the community, prior to signing the contract, can be detrimental to your health and family life as well.
Before determining your square footage needs-number of bedrooms- baths, etc. - Consider some other time-consuming, but over time, much more important factors.   

Get educated!

For most families, the quality of the school system may be tops on the list. This may seem obvious but frequently gets glossed-over. Reputation is one thing, but reality may be another. Contact the school board and get test scores; ask for comparisons with other schools in the area. Find out how the schools in a district rank both statewide and nationally.  Ask about busing, homework policies, extracurricular activities, student/teacher ratio, teacher education levels, availability of advanced courses, etc. Make a list of the things that are important to you and don’t be afraid to ask. Check them out! Make a visit to the schools that your children will be attending.  Visit www.schoolmatters.com
 and research school comparisons.
Play it Safe!

Home safety is also high on most people’s list of community priorities. Contact the local police department and request a listing of crimes reported in the last three years.  Ask your potential new neighbors if they are aware of any incidents. Sometimes things like minor thefts, noise disturbances and juvenile offenses go unreported.  Visit www.bestplaces.net to obtain a ranking of the community you are considering. Contact your insurance agent and see how the community ranks with others as far as homeowners premiums are concerned. Where’s the closest fire station? If it’s more than ten miles away expect your homeowner insurance rate to be higher.
On the Road Again
In this day and age, soaring fuel prices can make a long commute not only time consuming but expensive.  How many miles is it to your place of employment? Drive the route to get a feel for the time and traffic.  Is there alternative bus service available in the community?
Boring, but Important

What are the property taxes? Higher property taxes don’t always mean that the schools or community services are superior. Many communities have higher residential property taxes due to aging infrastructure, more social services and the lack of a sustainable business tax base. These can vary greatly from community to community. Is the community part of a Home Owners Association (HOA)? Typically, HOA fees are used to maintain common areas including pools, landscaping and parks. How much is the HOA fee?
Is it really worth it?
Find out from a Realtor or the builder what other comparable houses in the neighborhood have sold for over the last year.  What’s the history of the community? What has been the average rate of appreciation (understanding that current market conditions have negated most appreciation over the last few years)? It’s important for resale purposes that you purchase in a community that has a high probability of increasing in value once the overall market improves. 
Knock…Knock!

Visit with the neighbors.  Are their homes and yards maintained? Is a community of similar age groups important to you? What about children? Will your daughter or son have future playmates? What about pets? If you’re not a dog lover, but the neighbors have several, this could be problematic. Inquire about neighborhood amenities and services.  Is there a community center and pool?  Where is the grocery store, church, park, etc?
Reconnaissance works wonders to eliminate potential unpleasant surprises.  Utilizing these tips can help ensure that your next neighborhood is more of a Mr. Rogers variety, rather than a Freddy Krueger remake.  For a list of Registered Builders that have the right neighborhoods visit www.hbanky.com.
